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PREFACE. 


4% 


oy Tur reader no doubt, would willy 
to be acquainted with the circumſtances has 
gave birth to the Queries, which obtained 
from the Rev. Mr. Gill the Anſwer, cha 
animadverted upon in the following pages 
Some nionths ago, ſeveral of the people of my 
charge, were repeatedly puzzled with quettions 
reſpecting the extent of 1þe death mn. 
| fmeſs-per feion, free-will in man, Ce: N it 
was evident, that theſe Queries came fram the 
Methodiſts, and, that the members of this 
ſociety were cduntenanced in this conduct, by 
. che preachers; for Mr. G. 1 was informed, 
A 2 publicly 
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\ PREFACE, 


publicly taught, that the doctrines of Zleckion, 
and the Decrees, as explained by Calviniſts, 


were the dodtrines aof bell, and that the devil 
had indited them. 


How far Mr. G. can plèead 
not guilty to this charge, God and his own 
conſcience are the beſt judges. Under theſe 
circumſtances, I was induced, for my own 
ſatisfaction, and for the ſatisfaction of others, 
to addreſs ten Queries to a Methodiſt, reſ- 
pecting the doctrines which I conceive, to con- 
ſtitute the eſſence of the Goſpel, - In a few 
weeks after, I had the ſatisfaction to ſee an 


Anſwer to the Queries, with Mr, G.'s name 
Conceiving that his pamphlet might 


to it. 
have a tendency to rivet in the human mind, 
the prejudice, that it naturally entertains 


againſt the truth, as it is in Chriſt Jeſus, 


| was induced to fend forth into the world, 
the enſuing remarks; as an humble attempt to 
oppoſe what I think, error. I know that there 
are: many valuable works already in the world, 
in defence of the truths of the faith, that js 
peculiar to God's elect: But theſe in general, 
are not acceſſible to the Poor, the characters 

moſt 
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rh i ton ele ILY 


PREFACE, . 


moſt likely, to be carried aſide, from the 
ſimplicity that is in Chriſt, by the cheap pam- 
phlets, which the Arminians diſtribute where- 
ever they can have acceſs.— It is hoped, that 
nothing, that is advanced in theſe remarks, 
will be conſidered as an ill. natured reflection 
upon the Methodiſts, as a body, I admire 
their exemplary behaviour as a body of pro- 
{cfling Chriſtians, though I cannot agree with 
them in ſentiments. I ſhould be very ſorry, it 
what is advanced in my remarks upon the 
Anſwer to the Queries, ſhould violate in any 
meaſure that friendſhip, which ought to ſubalt, 
between all profeſſing Chriſtians, who are the ſub- 


ects of the ſame grace, however they may differ 


in their views of things in this imperte& ſtate, 
There are many among the Methodiſts, for 
whom I cheriſh an unfeigned affection; Nor 
is the Author of the Anſwer to the Queries 
excluded from this regard, I admire his zeal 


in endeavouring to do good to ſouls, and: 


earneſtly pray, that he may ſee the work of 
the Lord daily proſpering in his hands. 


| now ſubmit the following pages to the im- 
a 


partial 


vi. if | PREFACE, 

partial judgment of the candid public, and im- 
plore the blefling of God upon every grain of 
truth in them, that the erroneous may be re- 
claimed, and the weak eſtabliſhed. 


: 


| Fuggaroo, Jan, 1, 1800. 


1 36 Should any profit ariſe from the ſale of 
this Pampblet, above what will defray the ex- 
pence of printing, Sc. it ſhall be appropriated to 

guide a heavy debt, which the Society, with 
WE which the author is connected, has incurred, in 
building a Medting-Houſer.., 


* 13 7 . 1 * . : 2 
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REMARKS, &c. 


iſt Query. 66 DP Chriſt die for the ſins of all nen, 
indiſcriminately.?” = 


Mr. Dont, anſwers this Query. in the aGriazs 
tive, To ſupport this afſertion, a, train of, Scrip- 
tures ate preſſed into the ſervice, in which it is 
{aid that Cukisr died for all, men; and it muſt be 
owned, that theſe words ſound well on his de 
and if he takes them ſeparately from the texts 
and context where they are uſed, and quilt ig 
what ſenſe he pleaſes they may ſerve to mae a 
flouriſh. with, and may be deemed a... fuffic:ent 
proof of the point to ſuch as logk only to he 
ſurface of things; who more regard the ſound 
than the ſenſe of words as uſed in the refpeRive 
places: But ſuch as underſtand an argument, muſt 
know that no certain concluſion can be drawn 
from doubtful premiſes; nor can the gene etal 
terms prove general redemption, till it is firſt 
proved, that theſe terms are uſed in an univerſal 
ſenſe in the texts alledged. In reply to the 
Query, it is ſaid, ,** That Car15T died for the fins 
ot all men indiſcriminatehy, to give them an ita! 
lalvation 


ſelf @ glorious Church. Eph. v. 25. 


"2 Cor. V. 21. 
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falvation, and to put them into a ſalvable ſtate. — 


Anſwer to Queries, p. iſt, How far theſe views 
of the death of Chriſt, as to its deſigns, agree with 
what is faid in the ming paſſages reſpecting 
the end of Chriſt in dying, I muſt leave the can- 
did reader to judge: That he might ſanttify and 
cleanſe it ſale Church). that» he might preſent it to him- 
That he might 
purify to him jelf a pecultar people. Tit. ii. 14. That 
Wwe might receive the adoption of ſons. Gal. iv. 5. 
T hat we ſhould be made the righteouſueſs of God in him. 
T hat he ' might bring us to God, 
1 Pet. iii. 18. 


Mr. G. ſays, That God, according to the 


. Jaws of juſtice and mercy, willeth the ſalvation of 


all men.“ I know not what this Gentleman's 


ideas are, reſpecting equity, and mercy in the 


ſupreme Being ; but if his views and mine coin- 


*cide upon this ſubject, I confeſs J am not alle 


to ſee how he can clear the Almighty of injuſlice 
and wnmercifulneſs, in puniſhing millions for ever, 
whom he was bound by the 1255 of juſlice and 
mercy to fave. 


The firſt text which Mr. G. produces to 


vindicate his aflertion, „That Chriſt died for 


the fins of all men,” is, 1 Tim. ii. 1, 26'S. Y 
But this Gentleman, either through hurry i 

tranſcribing the Above pailage, or through a de. 
ſigned neglect, has omitted the ſecond verſe, 
ich. in my opinion, is a key to the right un- 


derſtanding of the whole paſſage. The paſſage 
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runs thus: Verſe 1ſt, I exhort, therefore, that, firſ 
of all, ſupplications, prayers, interceſſion, and giving of 
ants, be made for all men: 


fer peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty. 
the Apoſtle evidently ſpeaks of different ranks of 
men, of governors ſupreme and lubordinate, and 


the differing circumſtances of life ; and enforces 
the Ai by obſerving that it is the reull of 


iP! God that ſouls ſhould be ſaved from among all 
Ms GE Tg 78 | 
4 delcriptions of men, and that Chriſt has given, 
r :;imfelf a ranſom for men in every poſſible con- 
dition of life, Conſiderable ſtreſs is laid upon 
he 1 Tim. iv. 10,“ Jeſus is the Saviour of all men (by 
of price) eſpecially (that is by the power of his Tpwmep 
n's f thoſe that believe.“ Here the author ewa 
he ſeparates the influences of the Spirit Tremaine 
n- Death of Chriſt, as it reſpects ſome ; an ides = 
le verfive of thoſe tweet paſſages of the word of 
ace God which treat of theſe things as infeparably 
er, connected. Jom xvi, 9—14. Mr. G. will have 
nd it, that the price was paid for all; yet, upon his 
own principles, the application of this price in 
to the ſaving benefits that reſult from it, is mage 
for only to ſome, Would it not be more conſiſtent to 
6. {ay that God is the Saviour of all men, as to 
in temporal deliverances, and mercies? Ifrael was 
le- called upon to witnels God's ſalvation towards 
{e, them at the red ſea; but will Mr. G. or any 
n+ ther fay, that this ſalvation included any ſpi- 
ige ritual benefits in it as it reſpeéted individuals at 
ins B 2 large? 


23 ono—s 


Verſe 2d, for hinge, and 
fp vr all that are in authority ; ; that we may lead a quiet 


Here 


directs us to pray for all men, that is men in all 


1 


8 C8” TY 

large? Do we not ſee that God cauſes his rains 
to deſcend upon the portions of the ungodly, as 
well as upon the inheritance of the godly? His 
Tun warms the vineyards and fructifies the fields 
= of thole who know him not, and have not his 
fear betore their eyes; this is their portion: But 
there aremobler bleſſings in reſerve foi thoſe who 
believe; the former have the bleſſings of his left 
hand, but the Jatter partake of the favours of his 
right hand; while others have a ſhare in the com- 
mon bleſſings of life, God is become the ſpecial 
Saviour of them that believe, 


The other paſſages that are brought to prove 
that Chriſt died for all men, will admit of 2 ſenſe 
ar more conſonant with other places of Scripture, 
where the death of Chriſt is treated of; than when 
viewed in the light in which Mr, G. confiders 
them. For inſtance, Heb. ii. 9. The tafting of 
death for every man, muſt refer to every man of THE- 
BRETHREN, to thole that are fanflified-—to thoſe of 
whom Chriſt ſhall ſay, when he delivers up the 
kingdom to the Father, Here am 1, and the Children 
thou hal given me. Verſe x. 18. Not a word is 
faid here of any but thoſe who fhall infallibly in- 
herit eternal life. | 

| As for 1 Jokn ii. 1, 2, it will prove nothing 
in favor of Mr. G's. Hypotheſis, 


Thoſe who are addreſſed here are Children, -— 
they are intereſted in Chriſt's interceſſion, and are 
conſidered as partatiers of the benefits of his pro- 
pitiating facrifice. Before Mr. G. or any other 

can 


can prove that the whole world mentioned in v. 2, 
includes all the individuals of the human race, 
they muſt prove, that all are Children, and that 
Chriſt intercedes for all contrary to Jon xVit. 9. 
pray for them, I pray not for the world. 


Mr. G. conſiders 2 Cor. v. 14, 28 a grand 
proof in favor of his argument. But inſtead of 
proving any thing like the univerſal extent of 
the death of Chriſt, proves the contrary. 


Thoſe who are faid to be all dead, are fo in 
conſequence of the death of Chriſt, F one died 
for all, then were «ll dead; but the univerſal de- 
pravity of man cannot be what Paul means here as 
Mr, G. would have it, for this cannot be in con- 
{equence of Chriſt's death, Will it not be more 
conſonant with common ſenſe, and the SeriÞture 
at large, to lay, That death unto ſm is here intended, 
and what is faid in the latter part of the'verie, 
tavors this idea, That they who live, ſhould not live to 
themſelves, but unto him who died for them. Here 
Chriſt's dying for them, and their ſpiritual liſe 
n conſequence of his death, and the fruit of his 
{(ufterings, are repreſented as powerful motives to 
ive to Chriſt, Then it appears evident to every 
unbiaſed reader, that Chriſt did not die for all, 
for all are not dead to fin, And again it is ſaid, 
that Chriſt roſe again for their juſtification ;. a 
are not juſtified, therefore, he died not for all; 

Mr. G. ſays, p. 2. If you could quote one 
text that declares Chriſt did not die tor all men, 
the Methodiſts might give up this precious docs 

B 2 trine 
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| ſheep, 


| trine; but as you cannot, quote a ſingle text that 
declares any ſuch things, aſk no more, did Chriſt 


die for all men. This is a bold challenge; ; But 
I have always obſerved, that hard words in general, 
| have in them but very sorr arguments, and that 
of worde, are generally found to contain the 
| ſtrongeſt arguments, 


The different appellations which in the Scrip- 
ture are given to ſuch for whom Chriſt died, from 
thoſe which others bear, delerve Mr. G,'s parti? 
cular conſideration. 


Thoſe for whom Chriſt died are e his 
to denote the Redeemei's concern 


them, and his peculiar intereſt in them. John x. 
throughout. 
theſe characters, which are never ſaid of others, 
viz. That be muſt bring them—that he knows them — 
that they follow him that he wil! give them eternal 


Many things are ſaid reſpecting 


life—that they ſhall never pERISH—and that no one ſhall 


pluck them out of his or us Father's hand, Ohriſt ſays, 


I tay- don my life for the ſheep, but not a word about 
his laying down his life for the oppoſite characters. 


Chriſt ſays, I know my ſheep, and in conjunction 


with this, adds, and I lay down my life for them ; but 
of the goats, he ſays, I never knew you. Matt. vii. 23. 
Let it be aſſerted ever ſo confidently, I don't ex- 


; peti to ſee it ever proved, that Chriſt died for 
* thoſe whom he never knew. 


Again 


However, without being inti-⸗ 
midated at the fierce looks of this Goliah-like 
Champion, I will accept his challenge, and in 
the name of the Lord of Hoſts, venture to the 
attack. | 
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Een 
Again, Children and Sons are ſome of the 
appetlations that are given to thoſe for whom 
Chriſt died. Heb. it. 10-18. I never read any 
where in the Bible that he died for any that are 
not Children and Sons, or ſome other endearing 
zppellation, denoting a peculiar relation exiſting 
between him and them, f 
Others of the human race are as plainly dif- 


- tinguiſhed from them by very different appelia» 


tions. | 
They are called the ret. The. Election hath 


»Ltained it, and the reſt were blinded.” . Rom. its 7. 
Chriſt is expreſsly ſaid to have died for the Elect, 
Rom. viii. 33, 34; but I can find no intimation 
in the Bible that he died for the reft, 


Again, the world is another appellation given 
to theſe Characters to diſtingailh them from the 
People of God. I pray for them, I pray not for the 
world, but for them which thou h giden me out” of the 
world, for they are thine. John xvii. 9. 

If ye were of the world, the world would love Tas 
own ; but hecauſe ye are not of the world, but I have 
choſen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you. ͤ Mr. G. before he can prove the unlimited 
death of Chriſt, ſhould prove that thar world was 
redeemed out of which his Church was redeemed, 
We read of the Church of the firſt boru as res 
deemed out of every land, tongue, and language 
in the world, but never read that that world is 
redeemed out of which Chrift redeemed his Church, 


Rev. XIV. 4, 7, 9, 10» 
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Before I diſmiſs this part of the ſubject, I 
would ſay a few words reſpe&ing the Death of 
Chriſt, as procuring an initial Salvation far all 
mankind ; or bringing all men into a ſalvable ſtate 
as Mr. G. will have it, —Anſwer to Queries, p. 1. 


I believe it will appear evident to every un- 
prejudiced reader, that the ſufferings of Chriſt 
were never intended to bring men into a ſtate of 
mere poſſibutty of being ſaved, but that God in 
giving his Son, and Chriſt in giving himſelf to 
die, had an intention attually to fave his people from 
fin; and that Chriſt's ſufferings are repreſented as 
having actually obtained thoſe important' bleſ- 
lings intended for believers. 

Mr. G. will have the goodneſs to peruſe the 
following. paſſages upon the ſubject, and then 
judge whether or not, there was any thing more 
intended by the Death of Chriſt, than .a mere 
Math, xvili. 18. 1 Tm, 

Math. i. 21. 1 foln iv. 9. Heb ix. 15, 
Rom. ii. 26. Joln xvil. 19. x. 10. Gal iv. 

1. Pet, iii. Fed. i. 3. 1 14. 
i. 18, 19. Dan. ix. 24. Gal. iii. 13. 
ib. 6. v. 9. 10. Jon vi. 33. Xx. 155 
28, 29. . 

I ſhall here place before the reader ſome of 
thoſe paſſages of Scripture upon which' Mr, G, 
and the Arminians in general lay a great ſtrels, 
and will have it that they muſt be underſtood in 
an unlimited ſenſe, and in an oppoſite column, 
place 


1. 15. 
16. 


18. 


the 
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place other Scriptures, that have the ſame words 
in them, but muſt be underſtood in a lined 


ſenſe. 
1 Timothy ii. 4, 6. 
Who will have all men to be 


{ayed—who gave himfelf a ranſom 
for all, 


1 Timbthy iv. 10, 
Who is the Saviour of all men. 


1 John ii. 2. 


And he is the propitiation for 
the ſins of the whole World, 


. Hebrews ii. . 
Chriſt taſted Death for every 
man. 


v 


—— 


Matthew til. 5, 6. 


Then went out to him, Jeruſa- 
lem and al! Judea, and a the 
region about Judea, and were bap- 
tized, &c. 

Query. Did all the individual 
inhabitants of -the above places go 
forth to John to confeſs their fins? 
&c. | 

Mattbætu xxi. 26. 


For ail hold Jobn as's Prophets 
Fobn iii, 26. And all men came 
to Jeſus, 


Query Were there none that 
contemned John and deſpiſed Jeſuy 
Chriſt ? | 


1 John v. 19. 


And we know that we are'er 
God, and the bee World lieth in 
wickedneſs, 

Query. Was not John and thoſe 
to Whom he wrote, an exception 
to this Charge? 


It is ſaid that all the Cattle in 
the land of Egypt were deſtroyed, 
when onlv thoſe that were left ia 
the field died. Exodus ii, 3, 6, 19% 
It is ſaid that every herb, and eve 
ry tree were ſmote by "the hat 
while many herbs and many trees 
remained to be deftraved bythe 
locuſts. Exodus ix. 23, 10% 15s 


As n. 55 11. 


It is ſaid that devout men out 
of every nation under heaven heare 
Peter's Sermon, when none but 
of about thirteen nations were pres 
ſent, and thoſe not tar from je- 
rulalem. 


From 


From theſe compatiſons of terms uſed in 
Scripture, it will appear evident to every un- 
biaſed reader, that the words all men, every man, 
and the whole world, are but uncertain grounds for 
Mr. G. or any body elſe to build upon, in 
eſtabliſhing the idea that Chriſt died for all indit- 
criminately, 


2d. Query. If Chrift died for all, how comes 
ir to paſs that any go to hell, If the reaſon be lin in 
them, —then, either, there are ſome ſins in ſome people ſor 
which CHri did not die; or his blood is not of ſufficient 
efficacy to atone for certain ſins in certain Pt rſons. 


Mr. G. obſerves, that this Query is a mere 
ſophiſm, and complains, that it is calculated rather 
to puzzle than to inſtru, p. 2d. The Author 
of the Queries, would be exceeding ſorry to put a 
ſtumbling-block in the way of any one who directs 
his inquires after truth. He wiſhes, rather, to 
act in concert with thoſe who are employed in 
removing obſtacles out of the way, and widening 
the avenue that leads to the fair temple of Truth, 
But let us hear what Mr. G. ſays, reipecting the 
ſuppuſed ſophiſtry of the Query. He obſerves, 
that in order not to puzzle and miſlead the mind 
upon the ſubject, . the words /n commuted by them, 
ought to be {ubſtituted, for the words ſin in them, 


The Author of the Queries has no objection to 


this ſubſtitution of terms, but cannot lee hp 
advantage this will afford to Mr, G's. argument! 
for this gentleman will hardly diſpute the da, 
that before fin can be committed by «ny one, it 
mitt 
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muſt have a previous exiſtence in the perſon who 
commits it. Surely/ Nr did not mean to puzzle 
his hearers with ſophiſms, who ſaid, But our of 
ihe heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
o nications, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemtes. Math, 
xv. 19. But as Mr. G. cannot paſs over this 
Query, with any degree of propriety, without 
giving it ſome ſort of an anſwer; he attributes 
the final loſs: of finners to either of two 
cauſes, viz. The fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
and final unbelief in rejefting the Goſpel.“ In 
reply to this it will be proper to obſerve, that 
his Gentleman argues againſt himfelf by tacitly 
ziving up the idea of the univerlal extent of the 
Death of Chriſt, in obſerving that he died not for 
hnal unbelief, Now it appears very evident, that 
one eternally periſh in a land where the goſpel 
miniſtry obtains a footing, (we ſay nothing of 
neathens at preſent) but muſt be guilty of this 
fin of obſtinate unbelief; and we ſee that there are 
many awful inſtances of perſons dying without 
any acquaintance with Chriſt Jeſus, whole unbe- 
lieving hearts are feared as it were with an hot 
iron ; hence, upon the very principles that are. 
here oppoſed, there are thouſands in our own 
country for whom Chriſt did not die; perhaps 
Mr. G.'s fagacious eye will diſcover a Sophiſm in 
this concluſion. But there cannot be a fairer 
inference drawn from the premiles that are laid 
down in the Anſwer to the Query. 


Queries 3d and 4th. Hat is the Evangeli- 
cal Union which exiſts betrween Chrijt and lis people? 
When 
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When this Union is formed, is it poſſible for i: 


to be deſtroyed? 


Mr. G. conceives that this Evangelica! 
Union is nothing more than reciprocal love ex- 
iſting between Chriſt and his members; and that 


this Union may be diflolved when formed. 


Anſwer to Queries 3d and 4th. 


Bleſſed be God for the unerring oracles of 
Truth; that diſcover a nobler Union between 
Chriſt and his members, than this Gentleman 
ſeems to be willing to allow; and a better ſecurity 
for thoſe who are evangelically united to the 
great Head of the Church, than what the Anſwer 
to the 4th Query adverts to. 


By an impartial ſurvey of the Scripture, 
where the Union of believers with Chriſt is treat- 


ed of, it will appear that this Union has ſome- 


thing more implied in it than rectprocal loge: 
This love, eſpecially as it reſpects the believer, 


is rather the effect of, than the Union itſelf; for 


as this Gentleman allows, the love of God to us 
muſt be antecedent to our love to him: But then, 
how comes it to. paſs that I can have any love to 
him without a participation of his holy nature? 
Muſt I not have à previous Union with Him in 
whom all the fulneſs of the Godhead dwells bodily, and 
of. whoſe fulneſs the believer receives, and grace for 
grace? Does not the Scripture repreſent the 
Union between Chriſt and the believer as of a 
LEGAL nature? He was made ſin for us, that we 
might be made the r1ghteouſneſs of God in hum, For as 


ſinner for his juſtification. 


1 

„one Man's diſobedience many were made finners, 
% by "the obedience of one, ſhall many de made 
rizhteous, 2 Cor. v.'21; Rom. v. 19. Thele 
Scriptures open a door for us to ſee the accom- 
pliſhment of what Tſaiah predicted when he faid, 
Put he was "wounded for our tranſgreſſions, le was 
'rmſed for our intquittes, the chaſliſement of our peace 
was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are healed, 
Ila. Hii. 5, Upon this view of the fubject, it 
appears that there is an Union between Chriſt and 
che ſinner previous to that which Mr. G. alludes 
to; an Union, the 'refult of which is, the imputa- 
tion of the ſinner's GUILT to the Saviour, and the im- 
putation of the righteouſneſs of the Saviour to the 
Now it remains for 
nis Gentleman to prove that ſome of thote who 
ave this LEGAL Union with the Son of God, 
can be finally loſtz and in doing this, he 
muſt ſhew upon Scripture grounds, that ſome 
whoſe fins he bore, and for whole iniquittes he 
groaned and died, ſhall never ſee the kingdom of 
God; that forne, wha were made once the righteouſs 
neſs of God in Chriſt Feſus, ſhall be for ever doomed 
to experience the difplays of Heaven's vindictive 
wrath, among thoſe who ſhall have their portion 
in the pit of woe prepared for the devil and his 
angels. 

Mr. G. ſeems to be very confident that the 
Union between Cbriſt and believers may be diſ- 
ſolved, and thinks that Jon xv. 1-—6, and other 
paſſages which he quotes, are a ſufficient warrant 


for him to conclude ſo. 
B The 
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The branches alluded to, were NOMINALLY 
apd PROFESSEDLY in the vine, but that they were 
LEGALLY ſo as ſtated: above, is denied: becauſe 
it is faid of thoſe who have a LEGAL Union with 
Chriſt, that they all bring forth the fruit, for 
the want of which, it is ſaid that theſe branches 
were cut off. According as he hath choſen us 
in him before the foundation of the world that 
we ſhould be noLy and without BLamt before 
him in Love. Who, hath ſaved us with an yoLy 
calling, not according to. our works but accord- 
ing to his own purpoſe; and grace, which was 
given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world began, 
Who gave himſelf for us that he might redeem us 
from ALL iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a pe- 
culiar people zealous, of good works.” Epi, i. 4» 
2 Tem. „ 9. Tits ii. 14. 


From theſe Scriptures it appears, that there 
is not only a LEGAL Union conſtituted between 
Chriſt and the believer, but alſo that the believer 
is made partaker of thoſe bleſſings which Chriſt as 
his gracious ſurety has obtained for him. Theſe 
bleſſings are, jujlification unto life, holineſs in the 
principle of it in regeneration, together with the 
growth of it in all its branches in the various de- 
partments of this life, viz. A growing love to 
God who hath firſt loved him, an ircrealing re- 
gard for the welfare of his fellow-creatures; and 
a right diſcharge of every duty, whether religt- 
ous, focial, or civil, Now, if the Death of 
Chriſt entitles the believer to all theſe bleſſings, 
who can ley any thing to his charge! 

every 


Here is 


(ts 1 
ecery pre-requiſite for the enjoyment of Heaven 
which Mr. G. or any other can wilh, ſecured to 


ail believers, by virtue of their Union with the 


Son of God? and it is upon this ground that it 
iz {aid of believers, that they SHALL NEVER PERISH, 
aud of Chriſt, that he (hall ſee of the travail of 
is foul and be abundantly ſatisfied, Fohn x. 28, 
{/ajah Wit, 11. Now it feems a great myſtery, 
now Chriſt can be ſatisfied if he is to be deprived 
f any of the pearls that LecaLLY belong to his 
:nediatorial crown; can he give a joytul account 
to the Father, when he delivers up the kingdom, 
even a Benjamin in the tribe of believers ſhould 
be miſting in that day? Let believers reſt ſatiſ- 
ied; that none of thoſe who are the jewels of 
neaven, ſhall ever be tarniſhed with the ſoot of 
hell, nor will the great Redeemer ſuffer in his 
nyſtical body by having any of its members cut 
of, to be broiled for ever on the Devil's Grid- 
ron. Chriſt's body will be a perfe& body, perfect 


in parts as well as in acquirements; and he will be 
able to ſay, 44 Here am I and the children thou 


taſt-pgiven me.“ Epfeſ. iv. 13. Heb. ii. 13. 


The next paſſage which Mr. G. produces to 
prove the poſſibility of the final lots of a believer, 
'S Rom. xi. 19—22, ** Thou wilt lay then tne 
branches were cut off that I might be grafted 
in, well; becauſe of unbelief, (not by an arbi- 
Lrary, unconditional decree.”) 

Pray, Sir, did you ever hear any one mak- 
ing uſe of ſuch language reſpecting the decrees 
of the Moſt High, except thoſe who are, like 

B 2 yourſelf, 


| 
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yourſelf, intoxicated with Arminian notions. of 
the Goſpel; who dreſs up the opinions of their 
opponents in a. garb of their own manufacture, 
who, when they thus make the doftrines-oh. grace 
appear monſtrous, dreſſed up in ſtraw and hay, 
call upon the multitude to come and ſee the 
monſter put on fire? ** they were broken off, and 
thou (who art a child of God by, adoption) 
ſtandeſt by faith,” Kc. If thou continue (by 
obedience) in his goodneſs, otherwiſe thou, allo 
(who art a. believer) ſhall be cut off.“ 


Why is there no proof in favor of the poſ- 
fbility of the final loſs: of à real believer; or is 
it Mr. G.'s misfortune to be unacquainted with 
that proof, that he is thus forced to contorb a 
part of God's holy word that treats quite of a: 
different ſubject, to prove that ſome: of thoſe 
whom the Father laved with an everlaſting love, 
for whom Chriſt died, who were: in due time 
united to the bleſſed Redeemer in the neareſt aud 


tendereſt bonds, in whom the Holy Spirit made: 


his abode, {hall be turned to hell at laſt? Paul 
in the paſfige in queſtion, evidently ſpeaks of 
the VISIBLE CHURCH, of God; and under a beauti- 
ful figure, ſhews how the Almighty. cut off the. 


Jews, as a nation, from the privileges of the viſi- 


ble church, and brought in the Gentiles to enjoy 
thoſe advantages, from which the. Jews were juſtly 
excluded, But how Mr. G. can make this ſerve 
his caule is rather ſtrange; for the viſible church 
was not removed from among the Jews becauſe 
the members thereof were once believers, and at- 
| terwar 
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1 
;orwards apoſtatized from the doctrines and prac- 
tice of faith; but becauſe they wobrd Nor 
(übmit to the doctrines and diſcipline of the. 
Goſpel ; they would not have Chriſt to reign over them? 
And ſhould the period ever arrive when the 
membets of the Gentile Church ſhall grow fo te- 
lax in doctrine and difcipline as to deem them- 


{elves unworthy of eternal life, they might ex- 


peR to ſhare in the fate of the Jewiſh Church, 
when its real glory was transferred from Jeruſa- 
!-1m, and was cauſed to viſit the nations around. 
But when the principal branches of this ſtately 
tree were cut off, thoſe few that brought forth 
{ruit, 
Chriſtians, for they were incorporated with the 
Gentile Church and were not cut off: and ſhould” 


he glory of the viſible Church depart from - 


mong the Gentiles, and the greateſt part of them 
be cut off, and deprived of every religious ad- 
vantage, Chriſt's real followers would continue thy 


enjoy their privileges and immunities, wherever * 
God may thiok meet to fix the tent of his holi- 


nels. Now before Mr. G.'s argument can de- 


rive any ſupport from the paſſage before us, ie 
muſt prove, that the Jews who were cut off, had 


once the faith of God's Elect, the faith which 


purifies the heart, and worketh by love ; and that 


they eragicated this faith from their fouls, and 
apoſtatized from the doctrines that are according 
to godlineſs; when he has done this, 


with ſafety apply the ſubject to the caſe in hand, 
and not before, 


continued to enjoy their privileges as 


he may 


— 
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But granting with, Mr. G., that the paſſage 
before us refers to INDIVIDUAL BELIEVERS and, not 
to the viſible ſtate of the church, I coufeſs I can 
ſee, nothing that makes againſt the perſeverance 
of Saints in holineſs. and piety to. the end, ſince 
the threatening denounced. againſt the apoſtate, 
will excite, the true believer to. {elf-examinatioa 
and watchfulneſs leaſt his faith ſhould, be repro- 
bate; and theſe are ſome of, the, bleſſed means 
by which Chriſt. and his, Spirit preſerve the be- 


I Cor. xvi. 13. Epl. vi. 101.9, Again, many 
events which are in themſelves poſſible, do by. 


the decree aud promiſe of God.; now that God 
ſhould threaten that which; was poſſible) in itſelf, 
and that which, the circumſtances, relation and 
tendency, of things conſidered; was likely, to hap- 


poſe and promiſe abſtracted, would certainly 
come to pals, is neither irrational to ſuppoſe, 
nor diffcult to believe; eſpecially when ve re- 
mwember, that the truth of chis is confirmed by a 
matter of faq, in the ſtory of Paul and his com- 
pany; an inſtance as full to our purpoſe, as the 


may obſerve, that the decree and promiſe of 
God had, paſſed that there {hould; be ng loſs of 


$XVIi!s 22. 


lievex in his gracious diſpoſitions and exerciſes. 


reaſon of the infallible, guard, ſet. by the divine 
determination, become impoſſible not in, them 
ſelves, but with regard. to the immutability of 


pen,; and, that moreover. which, the divine pur- 


argument could require: For in; their caſe, we 


ay man's life. among them. but of the. ſhip- only; Acts 


nad. 
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An angel was ſent, to inform Paul, God 


he had given him all them that failed with him vg. 


; his promiſe, then aſcertained. the ſafety” of the 
company, and rendered: the loſs: of their lives an 
cent that was impoſſible; as muſt be allowed, if 
ye would, not, rob God of what he always chal- 


enged and aſſumed, viz. That his decrees are im- 


mutable, and his promiſes infallible, and yet their 
deſtruction, the very thing which. God. had) pro- 


miſed, ſhould not befal them, was threatened, 


hen Paul ſaid, except theſe abide in the ſup ye cannot 
he ſaved. V. 31. 
God's own decree and promile had rendered im- 


poſlible.“ 


gut away have made ſhipwreck. Upon this text, the 


-entleman, obſerves, “ Theſe men had; onee the 
'1ith that purifies the heart that produces à god 
conſcience, which they muſt have bad, or they 
They made ſhipwreck o 
ihe faith, which neceſſarily implies. the tatab lotss 
of it, For a veſſel once wrecked can never be 
To be ſure, this ſounds well, and” 


-ould not put it aways 


recovered.” 
makes a fine :'flouriſh't but, let the argument be 


attended to à little cloſer, however concluſive the 


reaſoning may appear, there is reaſon to appre- 


nend that there is an error in the premiſes It as 


laid, that the characters had the faith which puri 
geg the hearty; this is ſaying too much without 


proof: A doctrinal faith they had; 
exiſt 


Here then was a threat of what 


Mr. G. in fs , ways; realons very con- 
uſively upon Tim. i. 19. where the: apoſtle ex». 
horts. Timothy to: war a good warfare, holding. 
faith and a good conſcience; which ſome having 


wich may 
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exiſt: fora time and be renounced ; but that they 
had the faith which purifier the heart, is denied 

Fot this faith is the gift of God, and will termin- 
ate in everlaſting life. 1 Pet. i. 5. But they 
had a good conſcience, eife they could not put it 
away; 
they never had it but always refuſed it. Com- 
pare Acts vii. 27. But he that did his neigſibour terong, 
THRUST HIM away, Acts xiii. 46. But ſceing ye 
pur it FROM YOU, ke.” Query, Had the Tiraelifes 
ever conſidered Moſes as a lord over them, and 
did the Jews everthink themſelves worthy of eter- 
nal life? The putting away in the verſe in queſtion, 
is exprefled by the ſame verb which is uſed in the 
Acts, with reference to the Iſraelites oppoſing 


Moſes, & the Jews rejecting the goſpel; Amwowpvor, 


thruſt from them; and it is rather remarkable that 
when the Scripture ſpeaks of putting away 2 thing 


which was once in actual poſſeſſion, it makes uſe 


of verbs that convey a different idea ; for inſtance, 
1 Cor. v. 13. Therefore pur Away from among your- 
ſeboes that wicked perſon ; ; the verb here is BY ore. 
Tol xiii. 4. He riſeth from ſupper aid Cain ASIDE 
hit garment: rid To tporric. put away his garments. 
The obje&ion therefore, againſt the perſeverance 
of the ſaints, founded upon the conduct of Hy- 
meneus and his companions in apoſtaſy, will be 
of no avail, until Mr. G. has proved that theſe 
impoitors, from the truth had ſomethiug more in 
poſſeſſion once than 3 doctrinal faith, and that they 
were really of the number of the followers of the. 
bleſſed Redeemer, before they went out. from 

among 


by no means, for the word rather ſignifies. 


( 25 ) 
among the diſciples; and in doing this, hé will 
ave to convince St. John, that. he: bordered too 
much upon the“ UNSCRIBTURAL and Gop-pis- 
40NORING, doctrines of Calvin,” when he. {aids 
They went, out from ut, but they were. not of ut, and 
had not receiued the union which Aok in then 
Hat receive it. 1 John ii, 19, 27 bo 

Mr. G. thinks that Exel. xviii. furttiſhes him 
with an unanfwerable argument, in favor of the 
poſſibility of the final loſs of a believer. But here, 
like in other places his argument is founded upon 
a mere begging of the queſtion, i. e. taking it for 
granted, that the perſons alluded to, were in 2 
zuſtiſied ſtate, in the Goſpel! ſenſe of” the word. 
is it not juſt that our interpretation of this paſſage 
ſuould be regulated, by the diſtinction that there 
is between à ceremonial or moral righteoufnefs, 
and that which is evangelica} and fpiritual? A 
foundation for this diſtinction may be ſeen in 
Phil. iii. 6. Math. v. 20. When we confider the” 
component parts of the righteouſneſs which the 
prophet has in view, it will evidently appeat, that 
it is ſomet ing that may exiſt, without any fdving 
zcquaintance with him who ir nude unto a God 
righteouſneſs and fantification, 


It is morally right that 2 man ſhould ab- 


ſtain from idolatry, from oppreſſing his poor 


neighbour by taking an unjuſt uſury, from de- 
filing his neighbour's wife, and from {ending 
away a poor beggar from his door that has 3 


claim upon his compaſſion, . without. relieving his 


diſtreſs 
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diſtreſs. But may not this exiſt without an ins 
tereſt in the Friend of Sinners? and may not 
man Who has for a time cultivated the above 
virtues which Ezeliel treats of, fall from his righ. 
teouſneſs without giving the leaſt Handle to Armi- 


nians to impeach the dottrine of the perſeverance of 


the ſaints? And would not fuch a character in 
Ezeliels time have made himſelf liable to the pe- 
nalty the ceremonial law denounced in caſe ©! 
tranſgreſſion, and die in his ſins? According to 
Deut. xvii. 5. xxii. 22. Theſe paſſages and many 
others that might be mentioned, tend to explain 
what Ezenel had in view; and according to this 
view of the chapter, it appears that many who 
had nothing but à ceremonial or moral righte- 
guineſs, did turn away from their righteouſneſs, 


and die(l in their fins, according to what the Lord 
commanded to Moſes, which is no more than to 
ſay that falſe profeſſors and mere formaliſts, prov- 


ed apoſtates; and this is a caſe that ſrequentiy 
happens. But what advantage Mr. G.'s. argu- 
ment can derive, from this circamſtance, 
to determine: To argue. from. apoſtates to real 
believers, is not à very honeſt way, of reaſoning 
upon the doctrines of the Goſpel. 


The next paſſage produced by Mr. G. to 


prove that ſome for whom Chrift died may periſh 
eternally, is, Rom. xiv. 13. 15. Let no man put 
2 ſtumbling” block or an occafion to fall in his 
brother's way, &c. This Gentleman's obſervati- 
ons upon this paſſage are 1ſt, “ That thoſe for 
whom Chriſt died, and who ftand by faith may 

| fall ; 
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LY and ad. They may fo fall as to periſh and 
be deſtroyed“ (eternally), p. 3. 


The terms periſh and deſtroy are what Mr. G. 
uilds upon, and takes the matter for granted 
hat they muſt” imply the everlaſting deſtruction 
oi the ſoul for whom Chriſt died. Upon every 
brinciple of equity, it would be ' unjuſt that Mr. 
C. or any other, ſhould ſuffer in bis "temporal 
concerns, upon my account, much more, to en- 
de the pains of hell for ever, upon the account 


my imprudent conduct: This is what Mr. G. will 


ind no difficulty in admitting. Now we will fup- 
pole for argument's ſake, th Mr. G. and myſelf 
t down to dinner together, and — ſomething 
brought to table which I think I may eat of, 
without aſking any queſtion for conſcience fake: 
It may happen that this will prove à dith, 
gainſt which, he may have a particular objection; 
115 conſcience will not ſuffer him to eat of a thing 
„nich he deems unlawful. If 1 perhſt in eating 


't, his mind will be grieved, and his conſcience” 


he materially injured by my conduct. But 
muſt he periſh eternally. in hell, becauſe he can- 
not in conſcience eat what I may chooſe: to eat? 
Mr, G.'s common ſenſe will reply, God forbid'; 
t this is the concluſion that muſt be dran 
om the premiſes which Mr. G. has laid down 

+ his obſervations upon the above paſſage. Paul 
»eaks of the duty of thoſe that are ſtrong in the 
.ith, not to put a ſtumbling block in the way of 


:noſe that are weak in the faith, Now the queſ- 


on is, At whoſe door the fin lies? At his who 
gives 
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aſe mentioned in Heb. x. 25 


his affertion, 


| © ot 5 


gives the offence, or at his, who tales the offent 


The fin undoubtedly lies at his door, Who puts 
the ſtumbling block in the way, and not zt his 
who ſtumbles at it: Dut it is a ſtrange procedure 
that will judge the unoffending brother to-eternal 
miſery, becauſe the offender had put 2 ſtumbling 
block in his way. Would it not be far more con- 
ſiſtent with other parts of ſcripture, and the whole 
analogy of faith, to ſay that the periſhing and de- 
truction alluded to in the paſſage before us, apply 
to the loſs of ſpiritusl joy and comſort which a 
weak brother may ſuſtain. in conſequence. of the 
imprudent .condu& M one that. is ſtronger in the 
faith than himſelf, The Plalmiſt did not mean 
ſurely that his affliction would have preſſed him to 
hell, when he ſaid, unleſe thy law hadbeen my delight, | 
had PERISHED in my aſftictiuon. Pal. cxix. 92. Pe- 


riſhing here, intends the ſame thing as Paul had 


in view in the above paſſage: viz, the-loſs'of peace 
and comfort for a time, but, not the eternal lots 


of the ſou] in hell! 


Mr. G. takes it for granted that the Cha- 
, had received the 
truth {in the love thereof, } ** "That he was fanc- 
tified by the blood of the covenant.” This wonld 
be a good ſtep towards eſtabliſhing his favorite 
notion of perſeverance, could he but make good 
But it remains for him to ſhow, 


upon what ground of conſtruction he can apply 
the relative to the man who is ſaid to eſteem the 
blood of the covenant an unclean thing, and not 
to the Son of God its itamediate and proper untece- 
dent 
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dent who was ſanctified and conſecrated by the 


blood of the covenan:, but granting to Mr. G. 
the priviledge of diſregarding the commonly re- 
ceived rules of conſtruction, and apply the rela- 


tive to the apoſtate, and not to the Son of God, 


his argument will not derive much advantage from 


his conceſſion on the part of his opponents; ſince 


every hypocrite, muſt put on the garb of ſanctity 
and holineſs for a time, and profeſs a regard, for 
the ſanctifying influences of the blood of the 
covenant, while the inward ſtate of the foul is 


dot benefited by the blood of ſprinkling, Peter 


peaks of ſome who had eſcghed the pollution of the 
world; &c. 2 Pet. ii. 18, 22» 


% them in the laſt verſe of the chapter ; by which 
it appears, that, however, they might be reform- 
-4 as to their outward conduct, their hearts were 
ever changed. Under all their pretended holis 
neſs and ſanity, they retained their old beaſtial 
nature. They were always dogs, for nothing but 
dog will return to its vomit; they were always 


wine, elſe to wallow in the mire would be con- 


irary to their holy nature, Hence we conclude, 
that theſe characters were not the ſons of God, 
and did not belong to the ſheep of Chriſt, And 
to argue from dogs and ſteine, to God's children, and 
the ſheep of Chriſt, is not a very honeſt way of can- 


tending for the faith once delivered to the ſaints, however 


Arnell the couteſt may be carried on. 
D Mr. 


But will any one 
infer from hence, that they were really ſanRihed ?. 
That they had but apparent holinets appears very, 
plain, from the proverb, which the apoſtle applies 


** e wen err——_— 
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Mr. G. will have it, that the look mentioned 
in Exod, xxxii. 33. muſt mean the book where the 
names of God's redeemed ones are kept; and tha! 
the blotting of the name out of that book, muſt 
mean the dooming of thoſe to hell for ever, who are 
wund apoſtates from the truth. p. 6. That apoſ- 
tates from the truth ſhall be doomed to milery, is 
not queſtioned, if they die enemies to the tiutb; 
but that thofe alluded to, had once received the 
truth in the love thereof is denied, till ſuch times 
as lome clearer proof is produced than a bare aſſer- 
tion that it was fo, If Mr, G. would but confult 
the verſe preceding Wat, which he has quoted, 
his error might be cortected. Does he inter from 
what Moſes obſerved in ſaying, and if not, blot me, 
I pray thee out of the boot, that he prayed, that God 
would deſtroy the title he had to heaven through 
grace, and make him a child of the devil, and an 


heir of hell? Surely, it Mr. G. bad been in the 


place of Moſes when he witneſſed ſuch diſplays of 
the divine glory and majeſty, but a little before 
he uttered this prayer, he could not fo ſoon wiſh 
himſelf abſorbed for ever in the darknels of hell; 
nor do I believe, that Moſes, who is held up as an 
example of meeknels, could even for a moment, 
harbour the impious idea, which Mr. G.'s reaſon- 
ing upon this pallage, attributes to bim. It will 
appear evident to every unprejudiced reader, that 
the book mentioned, could mean no more than 
either the book of civil life, or the book of 
natural life, Moſes might wiſh to have his name 
eraſed from the ciwil lift of the tribes of Ifrael, 
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as their leader and commander; and he might at 
the moment, from 2 view of the obſtinacy of his 
"rethren, wiſh that the Lord would pat an end 
to his ſorrows by viſiting him with natural death; 
ze might have a deſire to depart with Paul, from 
the miſeriesof this life, (not to go to hell) 
Dat to be with his God, which he knew from the 
te]low{hip he had ſo recently enjoyed with him 
in the Mount, would be far better. 


As to Rev, xxii. 19. can it mean any thing 
more, than that the perſon's name that is faid 
% be blotted out of the boob, was never found there? 
Agreeable to Rev. xx. 15;'and whoſoevers was Nor 
FOUND geritten in the book. of © life was caft inte the take 
Having thus endeavoured to obviate what 
Mr. G. has, advanced againſt the ſaints perſeve- 
rance in holineſs, without finding the ground of 
the believers ſecurity in the leaſt affected by his 
counments, 1 {hall conclude the obfervations upon 
Queries 3d and 4th in the words of Sir, Rings 
HILL in his APOLOGY FOR BROTHERLY LOVE, p. 03, 
i work that I would earneſtly recommend to the 
peruſal of Mr. G. and every other Armigian, 
whether he be in or out of the eſtabliſhed Church, 


«© How big with deſpondency is the oppolite 
„view of things, to a foul ſo far eniightened; 
*« 28 to ice, feel, and lament its own hnfulneis; 
„ weakneſs, and ignorance, What a contraſt 
between the certainty of Salvation freely be- 
„ ſtowed on the guilty, wretched and helpleſs, 
through a covenant, ordered in ail things and ſure; 


D 3 and 
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and 2 RANDOM POSSIBILITY of Salvation, to |: 
*Tecured by our own terms, conditions, and 
* endeavours, and ſuſpended till after the per. 
«formance of them! A notion, this, for I can 
„ hardly call it a fentiment, which tends to male 
the ſtupendous ſcheme of redemption dependent 
on the fickle will of the creature, as to who 
fall be partakers of it, and which, if true, 
% might defeat all the defigns and purpoſes of 
4% him who ordereth all things after the counſel of 
% his own will. A notion, which totally con- 
« ttadicts the whole plan of the goſpel, and over- 
« turns every idea of grace, by mak ing the favour 
« of, God to wait on the actions of men, that it may 
** be diſpended towards them according as they 
% ſhall behave themſelves towards him. A notion 


« by which a man may be one day an heir of God, 


«& and a joint heir with 'Chriſt, and the next day, 
4% à child of wrath, and an heir of hell, 


« Let me add that your novel opinion,” 


(meaning the Rev. CHartes Davureny's opinion, 


and I may add the Rev. J. GilL's opinion) “of 


© 4 conditional ſalvation, independent of the di- 
* vine decrees, is as contrary to ſound ſenſe, and 
* the common received. principles of reaſon and 


„ philoſophy, as it is to ſcripture and experience; 


and if puſhed home, mutt end in what is little 
„ ſhort of Atheiſm, as well by moving the go- 
„% yernment from Chriſt's {houlders, and placing 
«© jt on our own, as by robbing God of ſome of 
© his eſſential attributes and iudirectly at leaſt, 


« denying 
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*« denying his providence ;- making the great fi1ſt 
* cauſe, to depend on future events, inſtead of 
making thoſe events depend on the firſt cauſe, 
and by opening a door for reaſoning againſt the 
-- {uperintending power and wiſdom of God in 
the moral world; as if the fame decree which 
+ ordained the end did not alſo ordain the means 
neceſſary to accompliſh that end; and as if, by 
'« acknowledging that the hearts of all God's in- 
„ telligent creatures are continually under his 
controuling power, and that he turneth them 
« whitherſvever he will, (which none but an 
+ Atheiſt will deny) we therefore make him the 
author of ſin, deſtroy free agency, encourage 
„ floth, and ſuperſede the neceſſity of human 
+ endeavours,” 

Query 3. Are the promiſes of the Goſpel cer- 
ain and ſure; and is there any meaning in the oath 
of Jenovan by which they are confirmed? 


Mr. G. lays, the promiſes of the Goſpel are 
certain and ture to all who fulfil the conditions 
of thole promiſes. p. 7. Did that God-dilho- 
nouring, man Calvin (Mr. G. p. 7,) ever hold 
forth to the public a more God-diſhonouring 
and unſcriptural notion than this? What, the 
promiſes of the Goſpel; which are Yea and Aus 
n Chriſt Jeſus, to depend upon the will and ca- 
pricious humour of man! Bluſh at the thought 
() Heaven, and tremble at the idea O Earth! 
What a milerable piece of linſey-wolfey ſtuff this 
is for a poor naked, and expoled {inner to cover 
himſelf with trom the wrath to come! Mr, 


„ 
— 


e 
E Sat, 


——ä—— —— Dr 9 ** 
75 * 

„ 

- 


15 8989 98991 
Mr. G.'s fondneſs for the above idea ſeems 
to originate in paying too ſuperficial an atten- 
tion to the evident diftinftion that there is be- 


tween the Lam and the Goſpel in the word of 


truth. There is à covenant that engenders to bond. 
age; and theie is a covenant that is effabliſhe: 
upon better promiſes; and for want of keeping theſe 
covenants in the places which the Scripture has 
allotted for them, the mind is often carried a- 
ſtray from the truth as it is in Jeſus: And were 
this diſtinttion to be properly attended to, # 
would appear, that the promiſes of the Goſpel are 
abjolutely free to the real believer; and «hat the 
NU condition of life eternal, (properly ſpeaking) 
is the SURETY KIGHTEGUSNESs of the bleſſed Re- 
deemer, Rom. vi. 23. 1 TIC. v. 10. Nom. L. 
19—21. 
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ſeems Theſe ideas will be fally-juſtified by taking 
tren- If + view of the following - contraſt between the 
s be- commands of the Law and the free, inconditional 


rd of promiſes of the Goſpel, 
bond. | 


2 Law. Golpel. 


theſe b 


has Exc. xvii. 31, 32. Exel. ii. 19, 20. 
a--2- Caſt away from you all your And I will give them one hear 


were rranſgrefions whereby ye have and 1 will put a new ſpirit ich 
| 'ranigrefied ; and make you a new you; and 1 will take the fony 


* ſpirit: for why will ye die, © | heart out of their fleth, and will 
| are houſe of Irael? give them an heart of fleſh. That 
the For I have no pleaſore in the they may walk in my ſtatutes, and 
: death of jar that dieth, faith the Keep mine ard ee and dp 
ing) Lord God: Where fore turn your- | ***m ; and they ſhall de my peo» 
Re- ielves, and live ye. ple, and I will be their God. 
v. * _- CET 
La. 1. 16. 1/a. u, 4. 
Waſh you, make you ciean; + When the Lord ſhall have waſh- 
put away the evil of your doings } eq away the filth of the daughters 
from before mine eyrs, ceaſe to f of Zion, &c. 
do evil. | 
Jer. Vi. 14. Za. x. 21+ 
Turn, O backfliding children, The remnant” ## ALL return; 
ſaith the Lord, &c. 22. Return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto 
ye backfliding children, and 1 will che mighty God. 
eſe heal your back Jidings, 


Do this and {ivt. Live and do. Fel. Avi. 15.5 
Eph. Hs Is 10. 


g 


— oo 


But tis the Goſpel muſt reveals 
| Where lies our ſtrength to do 
his will, Ke. &c. 


The law commands and makes 
us know, 
What duty to our God we owe : 
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Mr. G. ſays, „the promiſes of the Goſpel 


are certain to thoſe who fulfil the conditions ot 


thoſe promiſes,” 


Is that promiſe of | Jenovan which- is laid 
in zel. 11. 19, 20, a conditional pro- 
mile? If conditional, what are the terms of poſſeſ- 
hon? And I will tate away the ſtony heart out of their 
Halt, and will give them an heart of fleſh, Gc. If it 
we laid, faith and repentance are the terms of 
poſſeſſion, the query then will be, Is a "ſtony 
leart capable of bearing theſe lovely fruits? If 
the antwer be in the affirmative, then good figs 
ma be gathered from thuftler, and thorns will produce 
excellent grapes; and the neceſſity of regeneration 
and the new birth would be ſuperceded, for the 
Eilugpian may change tus ſkin, and the Leopard his ſpots. 
Again, faith, repentance, and holy obedience, 
are promiled to the objects of divine love in the 
Scripture, in terms as unequivocal, as any other 
bleſſing whatever, as may be ſeen in the following 
pallages. Eph. ii. 8. Ezek, xvi. 62, 63. Deut. xxx. 
9. But upon Mr. G.'s plan they are all conditional 
promiſes, 1. ©, the inner ſhall have faith 1g he be- 
leves, repentance ir he Tepents, and (hall keep 
God's commandments ir he keeps them!!! 
Adored be the God of all grace, for an unchang- 
ing inconditronal covenant, that ſecures to the be- 
Never HoOLINESS as the way, and Heaven as the 
end of his profeſſion, O! reader, let this well- 
ordered covenant be thy ſtay and ſupport, in the 
face of oppoling enemies, and a tempting world, 


down 


However 


Y 5 : 


However thou mayeſt be ſituated, there is enough 
in this covenant, to irradiate the darkeſt gloom, 


ind to make midnight a ſunſhine upon thy foul. 


Were I to believe that Paul taught and 
propagated the Arminian notions of wunverfal 
grace, conditional juſtification and promiſes, when 
he makes uſe of expreſſions that convey different 
ſentiments, I ſhould not hefitate a moment in 
charging him with inſincerity in his work. F 
he expreſſes himſelf upon the above doarines, in 
4 manner that conveys the direct contrary opi- 
nion, and Infidels.in_ general object ta the Scrip- 
tures of the New Teſtament, becauſe they uns 
derſtand the doctrines contained therein, to be in 
defence of an inconditional Salvation. Even Lord 
Bolingbroke ſays, © Paul taught Predeſtination,“ 
and in fact, calls him an impudent fellow for teach 
ing it, Mr. G. oppoſes the ſame doctrmes 
which Lord B. oppoſed; the only, difference in 
their oppoſition conſiſts in this, Lord B. oppoſed 
the doctrine as an open enemy, Mr. G. under 
an avowal of his being the friend of truth ; the 
reader muſt judge which of the two, is the. moſt 
upright in his conduct. 


What has been obſerved by Mr. G. in ap- 
{wer to query the 6th, has been obviated already 
in the preceding pages ; and what now remains 
worthy of any remarks, is, what he ſays in Antwer 
to Queries 7th, 8th and gth, reſpe&ting “ man's 
ability to perform ſpiritual good in his unrenew- 


ed ſtate, and the diſtinction between the Creed of 


2 Methodiſt 


— 1 i. 
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a Methodiſt and the ſons of diſſipation and the 1 
daughters of pleaſure.” This Gentleman ſeems * 
9 


to be much offended at the Author of the Que- 
ries, becauſe he intimated. that the ſons of "of 
diihpation and the daughters of pleaſure” hold a5 tl 


| 142 | R | | to | 
facred, the unlimited Death of. Chriſt, Free-wnll, th: 4 
3 rs , Ly : R ne 1 
conditional promi ſes of the Goſpel, Kc, The Author vil 
N | eri 10 erase . : , ' y 8 

| of the Queries is exceeding lorry that any thing A 
| vas advanced to hurt Mr. G.'s feelings; and 1 
| altures him, that he neither“ intended to excite We 


laughter among ſome of his friends, nor to hold 2 
d 5 f lit 
x ; IR mit 
up the Methodiſts to public contempt,“ when he 


£1 
made ule of the terms fons of diſſipation and daugh- py 
1 ters of pleaſure. He took it for granted that every * 
5 one that ſpends his time and his ſubſtance for that 17 1 
which ſatisfieth not in a ſcriptural ſenſe, is a fon ood 
| of diſſipation,. though he be not a, notorious Cod 
. * drun fard nor a whoremonger ;” and that every wo- His 
wan that delights herfelf ſupremely in any thing cat 
; hort of God, muſt be a daughter of pleaſure, the 
{ though ſhe be not 2 common ſerumpet ; . and that Ar 
| the above characters abound every, where, is too not 
ir palpable a {act to need any proof; who, notwith- ent 
f 1 ſtanding their outward decency and proſeſſed re- Th 
+ gard for the Golpel, are, enemies to the truth ley 
as it is in Jetus, no! 
| Mr. G.'s notion is, that Chriſt died for all, ke, tha 
Now let him take the worid before him, aud make wh 
2 diligent {earch among the numerous throngs, ince 
that are evidently unacquainted with the life of M. 

God in their ſouls, and he uill find, that there P. 


are 119 
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Ire but few to be met with, that will diſpute this 
point with him: Nay, is not this the jandzary to 
which the vileſt character reſorts, to defend hims 
elf againſt every reproof that may be adminiſtered 
ta him upon the account of his fins? Tell him 
ne is a ſinner, and he will not deny the fact, but 
will foon let you know, that the next article in 
nis creed is, that Chrift died for all, and has no 
manner of doubt upon his mind but he ſhall do 
well, He believes with Mr. G. that all the pro- 
miſes of the Golpel are conditional, and itany lays to 
the contrary, he is highly oftended. He has no 
doubt upon his mind but he has frecwill, to do that 
which is {piritually good; and if you tell him that 
i not of him that WILLETH, nor of ham that Ru- 
NETH, but of God that ſheweth mercy, and that it 
Cod that worteth in us both to WILL and te do ont of 
his own good pleaſure, ten to one, but he will 
call you a madman or a fool. Thus we lee, that 
the carnal mind is not at enmity with Mr. G. 
Arminian notions of the Goſpel: And were thele 
notions of God, would not the carnal mind be at 
enmity with them? Nom viii, 7. 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
The enmity of the carnal mind is evidently 
leveled againſt the oppoſite doctrines ; for there ig 
nothing, that will irritate the carnal mind more 
than preaching and inculcating thole doctrines, 
which this Gentleman calls unjcripturat, artutrary, 
mconditional, and God-aiſhmouring dottrines. p. 7. 
Mr. G. however, thinks the contrary © for he Tays, 
p. 11. Could the Author of the Queries but 
make it appear, that man has no freewill, the 
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ſons of diſſipation and daughters of pleaſure would 
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$ be much indebted to him, as this would ſhield th 
i them from the clamours of conſcience which ſo kr 
often diſturb their repoſe—and no doubt. will to 

: afford them much conſolation, and aſſiſt them ot 
. greatly in their career of ungodlinels.” The plain to 
meaning of. this language is, that all who preach pr 
free grace, and the neceſſity of a divine principle th 

in the mind before there can be any will to,-er io 
pleaſute in, that which is good, are advocates for th 

the devil, and promoters of the intereſts of his ril 
kingdom. This has always been the nay-word ca 

of Arminians, in oppoſing the doctrines of free as 

and ſovereign grace. But the Author of the th 
Queries has the ſatisfaction to reflect, that he has re 
never met with the character yet, that, profeſſing vc 
himſelf an advocate for the doctrines which Mr. th 

G. calls unſcriptural and God-diſhonouring, would 20 
upon that ground, indulge himſelf in fin and th 
iniquity, though the Arminians have never been ac 
backward to inform the world, that this was the pe 
natural reſult of the doctrine. Can the man who G 

has any experience of God's grace and love in his th 

fou!, be. prompted to fin worle than the devil? <> 

But Paul has given a ſufficient anſwer to theſe 8. 
cavils, in reaſoning with the Arminians in his day; fe 
would to God, the Arminians of the preſent day, tu 
would reſt ſatisfied with Paul's arguments. Rom, vi. 8. 
throughout. Mr. G. ſays, that the. freewill which fu 

the Methodiſts contend for is, the gift of God in W: 

the covenant of grace.“ . 10. But has not in- 10 
formed the reader in what part of the Scriptute, DY 

this th 
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this branch of the covenant of grace is made 


known, He defines free-will to be,“ A power 
to chooſe, or refule, embrace, or, reject” the 
offers of divine mercy.” This is aſcribing a power 
to the will of man, which will be difficult to 
prove, to have any relation with it, as it reſpects 


the things of God and another world, while the 


ſoul remains a ſtranger to the poſitive agency of 
the ſpirit of grace. That the mind, acts voluntas 
rity, is granted, but that it, in its unſanctiſied Rate, 
can chooſe God as its portion, and the Goſpel 
as its delight and chief pleaſare, is denied, ant 
that upon the ground, of the want of an kabiuat 
reliſh for ſpiritual things. God acts freely and 
voluntarily in loving holineſs, and © puniſhing 
thoſe who violate the rules of his ſanctity. Is it 
any crime to ſay, that he cannot aft otherwile 


than he does? No, for he has no diſpeſtion to 
act otherwiſe, The ſpirits of juſt men made 


perſect, act freely and voluntarily in worthiping 


God day and night. Is it a crime to ſay that. 


they cannot act otherwiſe? No, for they feel no 
diſpſilion to be tired of the deliehtiul ſervices 


Satan acts freely in hating God and all his per- 


fections. Can he act otherwiſe? Nut till his us 


ture is changed. There is no force applied to” 


Satan's will, beſides what his own inful nature 
furniſhes him with, to compel him to hate the 
ways of God: He is as much under obligation to 
love God, as the higheſt Archangel in Glory, 
but. he cannot do it, for want of an mclmation to 
the fervice, Man acts freely in oppoſing the Goſ- 
pel, but that he can love it, till he has received 
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+ principle of holineſs in his ſoul, is denied. Bat 


Jet it not be intered from hence, that man is not 


accountable to God for rejecting the goſpel offers 
of grace: The Devil is not inexcuſable that he 
cannot love God; the Almighty is as deſerving 
of his love and veneration as if he had never 
finned ; and becauſe Satan loves not God for his 


*excellency, he is puniſhed. Man is inexcuſable, 


when he rejects the offers of mercy; the Goſpel 
of Chriſt is worthy: of his acceptation ; he is a 
loſt ſinner, and the Goſpel is a diſcovery of 
grace to ſuch characters; it is his duty to em- 
brace it, though by reaſon of {in he cannot but 
zefuſe it till ſuch times as he is made willing in 
the day of God's power, to love that which by 
nature he abhors. And where there is a feeling 
ſenſe of this inability to do things that are ſpiri- 
tually good, the conſequence will be, not what 
Mr. G. ſays, p. 11th, but a humble dependance 
upon Him who is the Arena and the Omzca in 
the ſalvation of ruined and helpleſs man; the 
ſoul looks up with humble confidence to Him 
who laid the foundation of the ſurpriſing ſtruc- 
ture of his falvation, and chearfully hopes that 
he ill carry on the building. Animated with 
Goſpel expectations, he looks forward to the joy- 
fal period, when, amidſt the ſhouts and acclama- 
tions of admiring myriads, the top-itone ſhall 
be brought to the temple of the Lord, with eter- 
nal-peals of Grace! Grace? unto i, 


